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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Old Nborhead Dunp 

MND980995856 

Situation 

The Old Moorhead Dump in Moorhead, Minnesota, operated from the 1950's to 
sometime in the 1970's; exact dates are not knovm. A variety of wastes were 
accepted at the dunp, including coimercial wastes, and agricultural wastes, 
as well as paint sludges and solvents from a local fiberglass boat manufacturer. 
It was reported that in the early years of operation, waste and ref\jse was 
burned on the site. Ashes from the burned refuse were then pushed into a pit. 
The pits were dug with a dragline as deep as__ŝ ĉ _gn̂  feet. The pits were 
apparently covered when filled. By I968, the site was operated as a sanitary 
landfill with no burning and reflise was covered daily. 

The site is underlain with clay soils. The dunp is covered with a clay-black 
dirt mixture. Fkrmland borders the site on two sides. 

There is now a pistol range on the site v*iich may have been partly made with 
junked cars. The area is also used for recreational purposes, e.g. an ice arena 
and ball diamonds. There are no wells onsite. The municipal water and sewer 
systems service a 4-H building. 

Inspection Priority Recommendation 

There are no water supply wells in the immediate vicinity. However, there are 
private wells within a three-mile radius. Therefore, a low potential hazard is 
recorded in the preliminary assessment. 

Burning the waste and refuse prior to final disposal probably decreased the 
present potential hazard from solvents. However, it is not known if any liquid 
dunping occurred nor if there was any leakage from burned containers. In 
addition, lead and other metals that might have been present in the paint sludge 
would noi: have burned, but remained in residue and ash. The potential for 
contamination is also lessened by the site being covered with a clayA)lack dirt 
mixture. Therefore, a low (pending) inspection priority is assigned to the 
site. 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

S L J p W y PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 
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